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Repentance is for Everyone: Matthew 18:21–22 
Sunday, March 12, 2023 
Covenant Church 
Pastor Zack Phillips 

Matthew 18:21–22 

21 Then Peter came and said to him, “Lord, if another member of the church sins against 
me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” 22 Jesus said to him, “Not seven 
times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. 

A. Introduction 

The early church struggles with problem passages: 

Matt 12:31 Therefore I tell you, people will be forgiven for every sin and blasphemy, but 
blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven. 

1 John 5:16-17 16 If you see your brother or sister committing what is not a mortal sin, you will ask, 
and God will give life to such a one—to those whose sin is not mortal. There is sin that is mortal; I 
do not say that you should pray about that. 17 All wrongdoing is sin, but there is sin that is not 
mortal. 

Heb 6:4-6 4 For it is impossible to restore again to repentance those who have once been 
enlightened, and have tasted the heavenly gift, and have shared in the Holy Spirit, 5 and have 
tasted the goodness of the word of God and the powers of the age to come, 6 and then have 
fallen away, since on their own they are crucifying again the Son of God and are holding him up 
to contempt. 

Hebrews 10:26–27 26 For if we willfully persist in sin after having received the knowledge of the 
truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, 27 but a fearful prospect of judgment, and a fury 
of fire that will consume the adversaries. 

B. Seventy-Seven Times 

1. Paul, John, Peter, and David 

1 Cor 5:5 you are to hand this man over to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, so that his spirit 
may be saved in the day of the Lord. 

2 Sam 12:13-14 13 David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against the LORD.” Nathan said to David, 
“Now the LORD has put away your sin; you shall not die. 14 Nevertheless, because by this deed 
you have utterly scorned the LORD, the child that is born to you shall die.”
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2. John Newton 

3. “Turn back to” your “Father” 

4. Our passage 

Matt 7:11 If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more 
will your Father in heaven give good things to those who ask him! 

5. So… 

John the Apostle and the robber; two brothers from the Desert Fathers 

2 Pet 3:9 The Lord is not slow about his promise, as some think of slowness, but is patient with 
you, not wanting any to perish, but all to come to repentance. 

Question: What is one thing that God may have said to you through this sermon? 
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