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Nehemiah 4 
1 Now when Sanballat heard that we were building the wall, he was angry and greatly 

enraged, and he mocked the Jews. 2 He said in the presence of his associates and of the army 
of Samaria, “What are these feeble Jews doing? Will they restore things? Will they sacrifice? 
Will they finish it in a day? Will they revive the stones out of the heaps of rubbish—and burned 
ones at that?” 3 Tobiah the Ammonite was beside him, and he said, “That stone wall they are 
building—any fox going up on it would break it down!” 4 Hear, O our God, for we are 
despised; turn their taunt back on their own heads, and give them over as plunder in a land of 
captivity. 5 Do not cover their guilt, and do not let their sin be blotted out from your sight; for 
they have hurled insults in the face of the builders.  

6 So we rebuilt the wall, and all the wall was joined together to half its height; for the 
people had a mind to work.  

7 But when Sanballat and Tobiah and the Arabs and the Ammonites and the Ashdodites 
heard that the repairing of the walls of Jerusalem was going forward and the gaps were 
beginning to be closed, they were very angry, 8 and all plotted together to come and fight 
against Jerusalem and to cause confusion in it. 9 So we prayed to our God, and set a guard as a 
protection against them day and night.  

10 But Judah said, “The strength of the burden bearers is failing, and there is too much 
rubbish so that we are unable to work on the wall.” 11 And our enemies said, “They will not 
know or see anything before we come upon them and kill them and stop the work.” 12 When 
the Jews who lived near them came, they said to us ten times, “From all the places where they 
live they will come up against us.” 13 So in the lowest parts of the space behind the wall, in 
open places, I stationed the people according to their families, with their swords, their spears, 
and their bows. 14 After I looked these things over, I stood up and said to the nobles and the 
officials and the rest of the people, “Do not be afraid of them. Remember the LORD, who is 
great and awesome, and fight for your kin, your sons, your daughters, your wives, and your 
homes.”  

15 When our enemies heard that their plot was known to us, and that God had frustrated 
it, we all returned to the wall, each to his work. 16 From that day on, half of my servants worked 
on construction, and half held the spears, shields, bows, and body-armor; and the leaders 
posted themselves behind the whole house of Judah, 17 who were building the wall. The burden 
bearers carried their loads in such a way that each labored on the work with one hand and with 
the other held a weapon. 18 And each of the builders had his sword strapped at his side while 
he built. The man who sounded the trumpet was beside me. 19 And I said to the nobles, the 
officials, and the rest of the people, “The work is great and widely spread out, and we are 
separated far from one another on the wall. 20 Rally to us wherever you hear the sound of the 
trumpet. Our God will fight for us.”  

21 So we labored at the work, and half of them held the spears from break of dawn until 
the stars came out. 22 I also said to the people at that time, “Let every man and his servant pass 



the night inside Jerusalem, so that they may be a guard for us by night and may labor by day.” 
23 So neither I nor my brothers nor my servants nor the men of the guard who followed me ever 
took off our clothes; each kept his weapon in his right hand. 

A. Obstacles, Not Conflict? 

Conflict as a default posture/metric of obedience… 

…but maybe not? Jesus was open to being received (Matt 10:11-15) and accepted dinner invitations from 
Pharisees (Luke 10:37). Paul rejected synagogues, but continually went back to them. 

Yes, there is a scripture Church-World dichotomy (1 Cor 1:18-25) and military metaphors are important in 
Scripture (e.g., Eph 6:10-17 and Revelation’s “conquering”)—but “our struggle is not against enemies of 
blood and flesh…” (Eph 6:12) 

B. Obstacles—An Example 

William Booth (1829-1912) and Catherine (Mumford) Booth (1829-90) 

C. Some Take-Aways 

1. Emphatically reject the health-and-wealth “prosperity” gospel 

“Oh, may you ever be numbered with those who follow the Savior closely! I need to not say that if you do 
this, your path will sometimes lead through evil, as well as good report, but there’s enough for the disciple, 
that he be as his master” —Phoebe Palmer1 

2. Emphatically affirm Easter sermon 

3. We need examples (like the Booths!) 

4. This is a process taking time! 

Rom 5:3-5 3 And not only that, but we also boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering 
produces endurance, 4 and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, 5 and 
hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the 
Holy Spirit that has been given to us. 

5. One nuance? 

Question: What is one thing that God may have said to you through this sermon? 

 
1 Quoted at Roy Green, Catherine Booth, 139. 
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